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The State of
Home Visiting in Kansas



THE KANSAS HOME VISITING LANDSCAPE

https://vimeo.com/232673047/72edadffb6


THE NATIONAL LANDSCAPE OF HOME VISITING

250,000 families served by evidence-based home visiting in 2015 

Federal support includes Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood 
Home Visiting (MIECHV) and Early Head Start programs

State support of home visiting by pooling limited resources

Home visiting in all states, 5 territories, 25 tribal communities

18 million pregnant women and 23 million children could benefit



EVIDENCE-BASED SUPPORT OF HOME VISITING

• Improves outcomes for families in need

• Improves birth outcomes, school readiness, 
and reduces child abuse and neglect

• Demonstrates returns on investment due 
to future reduced child welfare, juvenile 
justice, and special education costs



KANSAS HOME VISITING – THE NUMBERS

93,384
Home Visits

264
Sites

92 of 105
Counties

15,815
Children

15,191 
Families



RACE & ETHNICITY OF CLIENTS SERVED



HOME VISITING UNMET NEEDS

Thousands of children and families have been 

served, but thousands more could benefit from 

home visiting support. 

182,700 Kansas families could benefit from home visiting:

17% single parents 

10% parent with no diploma

24% low income families

6% teen mothers

20% with a child less than 1 year old



KANSAS HOME VISITING: THE OUTCOMES

75%
of mothers who 

screened positive 
for depression 

referred for treatment 

77%
reported positive 

family functioning 
before services

82% at follow up 

15%
increase in parental 
support of child’s 

development

1. Maternal & Child Health 2. Strong Families 3. School Readiness



What is the Longer Term Plan 
for Kansas Home Visiting?



KANSAS HOME VISITING STRATEGIC PLAN:
2014-2017 GOALS

Promote centralized 
intake and referral 
systems to ensure 
more families have 
the opportunity to 
access appropriate 
home visiting 
services and other 
family supports.

Advance state 
capacity and 
sustainability of 
quality home 
visiting services.

Establish an 
annual outcomes 
report of 
evidence-based 
home visiting 
across the state 
that contributes to 
data-informed 
decision making 
at local, state, and 
national levels.

Effectively 
communicate the 
value and benefits 
of home visiting to 
improve access 
and capacity in 
Kansas.

Support further 
development
of a skilled, 
knowledgeable, 
competent, and 
effective professional 
work force to deliver 
home visiting 
services.



Importance of Home Visiting 
for Kansas Families



VISITING KANSAS FAMILIES

http://kshomevisiting.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Home-Visits-HD.mp4


Provides mentoring and support

WHAT DOES HOME VISITING DO?

• Nurses 

• Social workers 

• Educators

• Health

• Education

• Development 

• Economic self-sufficiency of the entire family

Pairs families with trained
home visitors



THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME VISITING TO KANSAS FAMILIES

Areas of improvement include:

• Decreased pre-term births and low-
birthweight babies

• Increased school readiness 

• Increased high school graduation 
rates for parents 

Voluntary, evidence-based program to 

improve the lives of children (ages 0-5 years) 

and their families



• Saves money through supports to children 
and families in the early stages of family need

• Helps families improve the health and mental 
health of their children

• Reduces or eliminates future costly 
healthcare needs, foster care and juvenile 
justice systems and longer-term public 
supports through early intervention

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME VISITING TO KANSAS FAMILIES

Cost effective with documented short- and 

long-term returns on investment



Works in collaboration with other 
community supports

• Primary health care

• Behavioral health

• Education 

• Social services work

Offers a more seamless, effective, and 
coordinated approach to healthy family 
development  

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME VISITING TO KANSAS FAMILIES

Supports the efficient use of funds through 
system collaboration



• More focused, stable parents

• More educated, economically 
self-sufficient workforce

• More nurturing family 
environments

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME VISITING TO KANSAS FAMILIES

Supports positive workforce development 



• Poverty impacts a child’s physical, 
social, and emotional development 

• Employment encourages success 
at home, school, and work 

• Parents are more likely to work and 
earn higher monthly incomes

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME VISITING TO KANSAS FAMILIES

Improves family economic self-sufficiency



Kansas Home Visiting 
Champions



YOU!!

Families 
Who Have 

Been 
Successfully 
Supported

Everyday 
Kansans Who 
are Concerned 
About Families 

in Need

Elected 
Local, State, 

& Federal 
Officials

Early Childhood 
Development 
Professionals

& Service 
Providers

Local 
Leaders & 
Advocacy 

Groups

KANSAS HOME VISITING CHAMPIONS



WHY ARE KANSAS HOME VISITING
CHAMPIONS NEEDED? 

Family
awareness

Community 
awareness of 

home visiting as
a resource 

Elected officials 
awareness of 

need and 
importance of 
home visiting 

Funder 
awareness of 

social and 
economic benefits

Sustain and 
expand capacity

to meet need



THE WAYS KANSAS HOME VISITING CHAMPIONS 
CAN SUPPORT HOME VISITING EFFORTS

Public awareness and 
support initiative

Identify and solicit 
community support for 
home visiting services

Introduce others to
home visiting

Respond to Kansas Home 
Visiting Leadership Group 

requests 

Enroll and actively participate 
in the Kansas Home Visiting 
Leadership Group initiatives



Small Group Discussion
Participant Thoughts on Ways to Support 
Home Visiting & Kansas Home Visiting Efforts



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Do you have any further questions about what 
Home Visiting is and who it is intended to assist?

What do you think the most important aspects 
and outcomes of Home Visiting are?

What types of Home Visiting support actions can 
Forum attendees take to help assure Home Visiting 
remains a key service to Kansas families?



Small Group Reporting
Summary of Support Ideas



SMALL GROUP FEEDBACK

Questions about what Home Visiting is and who 

it is intended to assist?

Most important aspects and outcomes of 

Home Visiting?

How Forum attendees can help to assure Home 

Visiting remains a key service to Kansas families?



Home Visiting Champions 
Commitment
Completion & Submission of Champion’s Commitment Card



COMMITMENT CARD:
EVIDENCE-BASED SUPPORT OF HOME VISITING



Closing Summary


